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AARP Members Eat, Learn, and
Socialize in Lakeside

F

or about 30 years a local chapter
of the American Association of
Retired People (AARP) has been
meeting at the Lutheran Church of the
Good Shepherd. Members gather
monthly September through May.
Meetings alternate between a luncheon
with musical guests and guest speakers.
This fall guests have included East High
Sterling Strings, Larry Weber, and MN
Power/Allete (about the flood impact
at Thomson Dam). At the luncheons
about 90 members come to eat together
and enjoy live music; about 50 attend
Continued on Page 3

IN THIS ISSUE
The building

Yarn Store Comes
to Lakeside
AARP

Lakeside AARP meetings are on the 4th Thursday of the month.
This chapter has over 175 members.

Fundraiser: Commemorative Portman Hockey Prints
Portman Hockey Association has partnered with local
sports artist Tim Cortes to create a limited addition
commemorative print as a tribute to the generations of

youth that have played and enjoyed skating
at our local rink.

Bela’s Castle
Portman Hockey
Fundraiser

Prints are currently available for purchase
for $110 which includes shipping and
handling. Prints can be ordered at
www.portmanhockey.com. A copy
of the print is available for viewing soon
in the warming house.

Meet a Neighbor
The Garnetts

All proceeds go to support long range
projects of the local hockey association,
which provides low cost quality
instruction for girls and boys living in the
area and additionally supplies volunteers
who maintain and staff the rink/warming
house for skaters of all abilities throughout
the winter months.

Church Activities

See calendar on the back page. Get together in the neighborhood.

Fur Farming

& More

Next Deadline
March 15*
*earlier is appreciated
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McCulloch Street Musings

LOOK AT LAKESIDE
a bi-monthly newsletter on people,
places, happenings and history of
Lakeside-Lester Park, Duluth, MN
Wendy Grethen, editor
218.525.5098
wendyupnorth@yahoo.com
LookAtLakeside.com
6 issues/year. LAL started Aug 2012

LOCAL ART & GIFT FAIRS
LOCAL HISTORY DOCUMENTARIES,
DULCIMERS, AND MORE.
WENDYUPNORTH.COM
DULCIMERSINDULUTH.COM

WE ARE PART of history. We
are making it everyday. I do
enjoy exploring the ‘early
days.’ None of us were
around in the 1800s. The
people back then had
challenges and so do we
today.
Thanks to the 100 plus people
who attended the showing of
two local films that I produced.
The Duluth Preservation
Alliance hosted the meeting.
I had made the films several
years ago but it was fun to
bring them out again. Each

This newsletter is supported by
advertisers and subscribers. I appreciate
the support. Thank you to Tom in
California for a contribution.
Alternate parking schedule is
in effect year-round.
Shaded weeks indicate park on
odd-numbered addresses.
Change sides
Sundays 4-8PM.

film is packed with dates, places,
and events of long ago.
Lakeside-Lester Park and the
West End—similar yet different
history. Lakeside has the issue
of the ban on selling “spirits.”
We’ll see what changes are
ahead, especially with the Lester
Park Golf Course and serving
alcohol.
If you might be interested in
writing a favorite memory of
living in Lakeside or know history
about the hotels, funeral home,
service stations, telephone
exchange or other topics on

from the Editor

“If opportunity
doesn’t knock,
build a door.”
– Milton Berle
Lakeside, please let me know.
Still more winter ahead. Snow,
sunshine, icicles and the sound of
the ice. Stop at Brighton Beach to
listen. The park is not just for
summer visits.
Enjoy this issue. It’s #16.
Wendy
LAL Editor

Treasures of the
Earth Green Goods,
Craft & Art Fair

March 28 10AM-3PM
Unitarian Church, 835 W. College St.
Local made items

Fairs by WendyUpNorth.com
Inquire about openings.

May 2
Coppertop Church.
Concerts at 1 & 7PM
Classes: dulcimer,
guitar, autoharp, &
more.
Vendors 10-3PM
14th year

DulcimersInDuluth.com 525-5098
Date ___________

Name_____________________________________

Address _________________________________________ Phone ______________
….
Subscribe

Renewal Yes No Share what you love about Lakeside or suggest future newsletter content:
_________________________________________________________

$12 /yr
Make check to LOOK AT LAKESIDE Mail to 4005 McCulloch St., Duluth MN 55804

Thank
you!
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Yarn store moves over to Lakeside

Community Wide Projects/Opportunities

Yarn Harbor opened in 1999 at the
One Book One Community
Mount Royal shopping area. Kathy
The selected this year is Dancing Boots by local author Linda Grover.
Thomas learned to knit there when
One Community, One Vegetable
she moved to Duluth in 2002.
The Duluth Community Garden program has
About 8 years ago Kathy purchased
selected the potato as the vegetable this year.
the store and is relocating it to
Try growing potatoes; try new recipes.
4629 E. Superior. The store is a
retail store with a classroom. Classes Yarn Harbor will open
Lester-Amity Ski Trails are one of the favorite places to
February 24 in Lakeside.
ski in Duluth. The Duluth Cross Country Ski Master Plan
taught include: knit crochet needle
Kathy Thomas is the owner
includes recommendations for trail improvements across
felting, drop spindle classes and new and one of the instructors.
the city’s trails, extending the areas of lighted skiing and
classes will be weaving, wet felting,
adding snowmaking on limited sections of trail.
and blocking classes as well. For more information go to
yarnharborduluth.com
Continued from Front Page, AARP

Yarn Harbor is a drop-off for FLOCK (For the Love of
Charitable Knitting/Crocheting). Any garments brought in
will be distributed to those in need. You may also donate full
or partial skeins of yarn, fabric, needles, etc that other hands
can turn into useful items.

Timeline of the site of the new Yarn Harbor Store
1921-1966 Oestrich’s Grocery and Meats
1967-1972 North Shore Insurance and Real Estate
1972-1977 Campbell Timber Products
1978-2013 Continental Coffures/The Continental Beauty Shop

the meetings with guest speakers. In the past the group had
nearly 300 members and was one of the largest chapters in
the state. Currently, Minnesota has 7 active chapters with 3
being in Duluth. AARP members are age 55 and over. Most
of the members live in Lakeside but some come from other
parts of town. Another AARP group was active at Lakeside
Presbyterian Church but they are no longer meeting.
The current president is John Prouty. Give Don Garnett a
call to learn more about the local AARP group. 525-5810
To volunteer with AARP check out www.aarp.org/mn or
CreateTheGood.org.

LOOK AT LAKESIDE
NEWSLETTER IS NOW IN ITS 3RD YEAR.
INTERESTED IN PLACING AN AD? CALL 525-5098.
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THIS COMMUNITY
CONNECTING PROJECT.

218-625-7100
4002 London Rd.
Duluth, MN 55804

Lakeland Shores
Apartments



Short Stay Rehabilitation



Independent Living



Assisted Living



Memory Care
Medical Transportation
218-625-4800
Lakeshore at Home Home Care
218-625-7848
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Bela’s Castle

Who?

by George Lewis
On the eastern end of the Lakewalk lays a unique
park in the city. Some will remember it as Lover's
Lane. Very few as Lake Shore Park, the young
folks as Kitchi Gammi, but to most of us we know
it as Brighton Beach. The City of Duluth Park
maintenance department formed in 1927 as did the
opening of Brighton Beach Tourist Camp. Much
improvement on the road and clearing of bush
and debris made it a great place for walking,
swimming and the launching of small boats along
the shore as well as a great picnic area.
In the 1930s with help from the federal
Works Program, like WPA (Works Progress
Administration and NYC (National Youth Corps)
more improvements were added to the road and
beach areas but the greatest was a stone fireplace
built by NYC and later became unofficially named
Bela's Castle.
With the selling of the Tourist Camp and
lack of maintenance the park became a night time
gathering spot and by the last 1960s became
known as Lover's Lane. A new program brought
help to a lost park in 1982. Mayor John Fedo and
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This stone fireplace at
Brighton Beach was built in the 1930s.
the city of Duluth started the mayor's special
employment project program. Its first project was
to restore the park to its former usable condition.
Larger culverts, a blacktop mat for the road, and
limestone for the parking areas. Some tables were
built on decks, a playground and pavilion were
added. Bela's Castle was sandblasted, a deck was
provided and missing stone replaced. In the late
1990s the park was given the name of Kitchi
Gammi Park. Today the Park still holds the same
footprint of the 1980s. And has become a happy
ending for the Lakewalk.

This person was a U.S.
Congressman for over
30 years from
Minnesota. He was the
author of the original
Federal water pollution
bill and his leadership
also contributed to the
passage of the Water
Quality Act of 1965
by a unanimous vote
of 396-0. The
establishment of the
EPA in Duluth and in
particular near the
Lester River was
because of him.
Hint: This person also
has a bridge between
Duluth and Superior
named after him.
Answer on back page.
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a keen interest in helping the local
community and has been on the
Lakeshore Auxiliary for years assisting in
activities and
fundraising at
Don lives with his wife, Barb, in
He enjoys playing
Lakeshore
Lakeside. He's originally from Eau
in the Men's Senior
(now Ecumen
Claire, Wisconsin. He and his wife
League
at
the
Lakeshore).
have attended the Lutheran Church of
Lester Park Golf
the Good Shepherd in Lakeside for
She has served
Course and he and
fifty years. Both have served on the
as secretary,
his wife bowl and
church council.
treasurer,
eat breakfast most
viceweeks at the
Don picked teaching as his career and
Country
Lanes.
president, and
after two years in the military service
They
are
also
both
president in
he began
active
in
the
local
the group that
teaching in
AARP group that Don taught math at Duluth East for over 30 years. After he
1957 at Duluth
retired his son started teaching math at the same school in has helped with
meets in the
the same room. Barb helps with the Lakeshore Auxiliary. ice cream
“As I walk my dog it's fun
socials, bake
to stop and chat with people neighborhood. They sales, and a variety of programs at
East. He taught all
head out for walks
Lakeshore. Don and Barb don't mind
levels of math,
with
their
toy
poodle
along
the
Lakewalk.
The
lending a hand in the community. They
including algebra and
along
the
Lakewalk
geometry at Duluth
friendliness of people in the and enjoy stopping are pleased to call Lakeside their home
East until retiring in
and say it's like living in a small town in a
neighborhood is outstanding. and chatting with
1993 - a 30 year
bigger city.
people along the
teaching career.
By the way, their dog is called Spooner—named
-Bob Garnett path.
While at East he was

M EET Y OUR N EIGHBORS

Don and Barb Garnett

the Baseball Team
coach for 23 years and
also spent time as assistant coach with
the football team and hockey. In the
community, he has been a volunteer
cub scout leader, coached Little
League and has helped as a tax
assistant to the elderly through AARP
at the Rainbow Center.

He and Barb have
two adult sons. Their son Bill is a math teacher
at Duluth East and started
teaching in the same room
the following school year
after his father retired. The
love of math and teaching
runs in the family. Barb has

Look at Lakeside is on-line and in color.
www.LookAtLakeside.com

after Spooner, WI where he came from.

Interview and write-up by Wendy Grethen,
Look at Lakeside editor
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Neighborhood Church Activities
The Interfaith meets at Lakeside Pres 10:00
to 11:30 a.m. on Mondays. The group reads and
discusses issues on how we are all connected
through our spiritual beliefs. Interfaith is
currently studying the book "Braiding Sweet
Grass Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge
and the Teachings of Plants” by Robin Wall
Kimmerer. All are welcome.

Faith Lutheran Church is having a series of

Anchor Point Community Church, 5202
Colorado Street, held an assortment of family
activities on Christmas Eve. Smores, caroling, and
carriage rides were enjoyed. For the 4 weeks
following Lent Anchor Point asks their members to
do 4 good deeds in the community. The Church is
open to helping people on projects such as help with
moving, snow shoveling, grocery shopping, dog
walking, etc. Call 625-6200 to connect with a
helper. The church has Sunday morning services and
has been holding a Saturday evening service. Plans
are to change it to Sunday evenings this spring.

Final Friday Fundraisers. Proceeds will benefit
the Steve O’Neil transitional housing and
Ministries at Faith. See the calendar on the back
page for more info.
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
has soup suppers going on during Lent. See
calendar on the back page for more information.
St. Michael’s Church has been undergoing
renovations: added a plaza to the front entrance,
expanded the foyer into a gathering space,
re-tiled the roof, and other improvements.
See the Youth Page on page 7 to learn more
about the Holy Water Project.
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Where is the
Look at Lakeside
newsletter
available?
SuperOne Lakeside
Essentia Health
New London Café
Lakeshore
Sammy’s Pizza
North Shore Animal
Hospital and over a
dozen other places.
If you see the newsletter
obscured at a news rack,
please fix it….Thx

Spring officially
begins March 20
in the northern
hemisphere.
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YOUTH & SCHOOL NEWS
Active Youth Group at St. Michael’s Church
St. Michael’s Church Youth Group collected items, such as fresh socks
and chapstick to be passed to Blue Star, which assembles and ships care
packages to military overseas on a regular basis. The teens chose little
things that can really brighten someone’s day if they’ve been without
them for a while.
The Youth Group coordinated a baby bottle fundraiser for the
Women’s Care Center. Empty baby bottles were passed around to
parishioners who took and filled the bottles with spare change. The
youth and parish collected $500 to donate—just in a few weeks.
Middle School boys in the youth group worked together and baked a few
dozen Snickerdoodles for a Christmas Party for inmates at the St. Louis
County Jail.
Over six weeks the youth group gathered holy
water from every Catholic parish in the Diocese
of Duluth, which extends from Walker and
Hinckley to International Falls and Grand
Portage. That’s 83 parishes! The combined
waters were added to the new holy water font
in the new gathering space at the church.

Duluth East Math Club
A club to do math? Yes and participants develop problem solving silks
and team work. Club members compete in 5 meets a year. The club is
open to all grades. Fifteen students are currently in the club. The state
tournament is held in March.

One Act Plays
Duluth East has been holding One Act Plays. Competition
to be held Feb 7. 8-5PM Duluth East.

Contact the
Lakeside
Lester Park
Community
Club for events
After school time
Member meetings
are typically
on the 4th Tuesday
of the month.

525-0845
Click ad to visit website.

Student Council Forms
Some Lester Park Elementary fourth and fifth
graders formed a council that will help plan activities
and special events at Lester Park Elementary.

February is
“I Love To Read Month"
Students at Lester Park Elementary will focus on
various reading activities for fun such as "pajama
day," decorate your classroom door, as well as a
school-wide book share and a trivia contest. The
student council overlook a program to distribute
books to all of our students during I Love to Read
month, which features a travelling book cart where
students can "bring a book and take a book."

Heading to Wolf Ridge
Interested Lester Park Elementary students will be
spending March 20-22 at Wolf Ridge Environmental
Learning Center in Finland, MN. Students will
participate in various outdoor skills and learning
activities. If any community member would like to
make a monetary donation to help a child attend,
please contact Tom Westrum 355-8828
or Melanie Lundell 310-4629

L OOK A T L AKESIDE
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COMING UP
►Feb 8…...Fat Sunday. 4-8 PM.
Family friendly event. Appetizer
potluck. Lutheran Church of the
Good Shepherd. 525-1922
►Feb 11…...Wednesday Night
Ski Race - Classic Ski. Free ski
lessons and technique tips at
5:30 PM and 6:10 PM. Race
(competitive– timed and Just
for Fun (untimed)). Lester Park.
Races begin at 6:30 PM.
►Feb 18…...Deacon’s
Pancake Dinner. 5 PM.
Ash Wednesday Service
6:30PM. Lakeside
Presbyterian Church.
►Feb 20…...Lenten Soup
Suppers. Wednesdays during
Lent. Soup and bread 5:30PM.
6:15 PM. Worship. Lutheran
Church of the Good Shepherd.

IN

LAKESIDE

~FEB/MARCH~

►Feb 25…...Chinese New Year
Party & Bingo. 11AM-3PM.
Portman Rec. Center. Cost for food
and refreshments is $4. Bingo is .50
a card.
► Feb 26…….Refresher
Driving Class through AARP
1-5 PM. Portman.
►Feb 27…..Danceline Dance
Show 5 - 9:30PM Duluth East
Gym.
►Feb 27…..Final
Friday Fundraisers.
Family Fun, Food,
and a new twist on Bingo. Faith
Lutheran. 51st and Glenwood. Chili
for sale. 6-8PM. Additional dates are
March 27 and April 24. 525-2779
► March 26…..Women in the
Police Force. AAUW meeting.

Fur Ranching—Mink
Minnesota has been one of the top mink ranching states.
It ranked second in the number of pelts produced at times.
During 1962, Minnesota produced 728,000 pelts. Wisconsin
has been number one producer. Minnesota’s Arrowhead has
the ideal climate for mink ranching. Numerous mink farms
used to be in the area including one up Lester River Road.
Mink on the farms were fed a mix of Lake Superior herring,
horse meat, turkey, nutria, chicken, eggs, cottage cheese,
powered skim milk and smelt. Some ranchers added
brewer’s yeast in the diet for the mink.
Answer from page 4. John Blatnik

WEIGHT WATCHERS
Meets every Monday
Weigh-in 5:30 PM
Meeting 6:00 PM
Duluth Congregational Church
3833 E. Superior St.
Carol Hesch 218-348-5403 cmhesch@aol.com

Lutheran Church of the Good
Shepherd. 7-8:30PM FMI 525-5040

ONGOING……………
==Food Bank Mondays 11AM1PM, Faith Lutheran, 1814 N. 51st
Ave. E. ==LLP Citizen Patrol
3rd Thurs 6:30PM Faith Lutheran
==Portman Senior Activities
Lunches 727-4321 Bingo: Monday
and Fridays at noon. Men’s Coffee
Group: Wed 9:30-11:30AM
Senior Exercise: Mon., Wed, Fri
8:30-9:30. ==LLPCC 525-0845
EMAIL LAKESIDE EVENTS,
NEWS & ADS
Deadlines: Jan. 15, Mar 15,
May 15, July 15,
Sept 15, Nov 15
Earlier is appreciated.
wendyupnorth@yahoo.com.

Free Skating Party at Amsoil Arena March 8, 3-5 PM
Duluth Parks and Rec is sponsoring this open skating event, in
partnership with the DECC and the UMD Bulldogs. Games and
music provided. Bring your own skates. Kids <10 must be
accompanied by an adult. {Skate at Portman. It’s there for you.}

Short Road Trip Bears and Bone Building RSVP
Gooseberry Falls State Park. Wednesdays 10AM-Noon
from Feb 4 through March 18. Registration required 218834-3855 ext 227. Exercise your bones and your brains.
In partnership with AEOA to promote osteoporosis bone
building exercises. Join the naturalist to discover how
humans compare to bears at the same time.

